Water intake modifications induced by tachykinins, bombesins and opioid peptides.
Nonmammalian peptides of the tachykinin, bombesin and opioid families, injected into the brain ventricles, potently and specifically affect drinking behaviour of rats and pigeons. These peptides, or at least their counterparts, have been found in the brain of mammals and birds. It has been hypothesized that these endogenous brain peptides belong to a "brain peptidergic system" which participates in the control of water intake and body fluid homeostasis.